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Protecting What 
You Value Most
As a full-service Estate Planning and  
Elder Law firm, we pride ourselves on being 
able to walk you and your family through all 
stages of Estate Planning, Medicaid Planning, 
Tax Planning and Estate Administration.

• Estate Planning
• Long Term Care Planning
• Business Succession Planning
• Special Needs Trusts / Guardianships
• Estate Administration
• Estate Litigation

www.herzoglaw.com

518.465.7581

Attorney Advertising

ALBANY
7 Southwoods Blvd

SARATOGA
47 West Harrison Street

CLIFTON PARK
855 Route 146

KINGSTON
130 North Front Street

 

JAMES H. MALOY, INC. 
 

421 Albany Shaker Road 
P.O. Box 11016 

Loudonville, NY 12211 
Phone (518) 438-7881 

 
Heavy & Highway 

Site Development 
Bridge Construction & 

Environmental Remediation 



WE
NEED
YOU.

We need caring adult volunteers. People who recognize the best in others. 
People who can see a child’s potential to be truly great.

Could this be you? Could this be someone you know -- a family member, friends, 
co-workers, or even someone you brought to The Fall Classic?

Visit bbbscr.org/get-involved/ to learn how you can make a difference in a child's life 
by sharing a couple hours each month with someone special.

http://bbbscr.org/get-involved/ 


Spring Street Financial
1 Northwestern Blvd.
Albany, NY 12211

518.941.9442

Springstreet@nm.com
www.springstreet.nm.com

Inspire. Design.
Thrive.

At Spring Street Financial, our strategic thinking, objectivity and accountability will guide you through 
challenging decisions and inspire you to live life by design. Let us be the center of your �nancial world.





5:30 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doors open
                      Silent Auction
         Open Bar
     Charcuterie Station & Passed Hors d'oeuvres

6:30 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Program

The Fall Classic ProgramThe Fall Classic Program
Hosted by Christian Jones, Big Brother

Welcoming Remarks
David Kubikian, Board President

Honorary Chair Remarks
Lt. Colonel Christopher West, Assistant Deputy Superintendent, NY State Police

2023 Match of the Year Award
Lisa O'Sullivan, Program Director

Program Announcement
Lea Montalto-Rook, Chief Executive Officer

Carlos M. Cotto Jr., Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent of Innovation, 
Equity and Engagement, Schenectady City School District

Igniting Potential Award: Wright Family Foundation
Presented by Amelia Gifford, Board Vice President

Igniting Potential Award: Jonathan Jones
Presented by Lauren Valentine, Board Member

Fund-a-Need Paddle Raise
David Kubikian, Board President

7:15 PM . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .Dinner Buffet Stations
     Bar re-opens
                   Silent Auction- last chance

8:00 PM . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .Dessert Stations
     Coffee & Tea with Assorted Gourmet Desserts
                   Silent Auction Closes
8:30 PM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . Thank you & Good night

Enjoy the music performed by the Brown Liquor Social Club
Musicians: J Yager, Matt Donnelly, & Bobbie VanDetta

The Fall ClassicThe Fall Classic
Evening Festivities Evening Festivities 



Federally Insured by NCUA

www.sunmark.org

Bank on a 
brighter future!

We are proud to support  
Big Brothers Big Sisters  

and their dedication to mentoring 
youth in our community.



years. Thank you for sharing your passionate commitment with us!

Tonight is also a chance to share our successes, our challenges, and our hopes and plans for the year 
ahead.  While we continue to have much good news to share as we work to expand our programs and 
offerings--I cannot wait to share our BIG announcement with you shortly-- we are also keenly aware of 
the residual impact of the pandemic and the ongoing strain for the children and families we serve. We 
know that mentorship changes lives, strengthens communities, and builds hope for the future. Please 
spread the word about the great things happening at BBBSCR—as  our community grows, so do our 
opportunities to match Capital Region children to caring adult mentors. 

I want to give a heartfelt thanks to everyone who had a hand in making tonight’s celebration possible, 
including the staff, members of the Board, and wonderful volunteers. In addition, I want to acknowl-
edge the generous support of tonight’s underwriters who are listed in this program. Without their 
support, this evening would not be possible. Thank you once again for coming. 

Enjoy the evening!

With gratitude,

Lea Montalto-Rook  
Chief Executive Officer 

Welcome to The Fall Classic, a gala celebration to benefit the 
programs of Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Capital Region! I am 
thankful for your presence and humbled by your generous support. 
Your attendance tonight reflects your commitment to our mission: 
to create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite 
the power and promise of youth. Thank you!

Tonight, we announce our remarkable 2023 Match of the Year. We 
invite you to celebrate this match’s accomplishments as well as the 
successes of our five match nominees and all our Littles and Bigs. 
We honor our community partner the Wright Family Foundation 
for their extraordinary efforts for BBBSCR and youth across the 
Capital Region. We also honor Jonathan Jones for his work on behalf 
of Albany's youth. It is because of them, and you, the people in this 
room—the key supporters of BBBSCR—that our organization has 
been able to serve thousands of Capital Region children in recent 

A Message from 
the BBBSCR CEO 



SIMPLIFY 
YOUR LIFE You’ve got enough to worry about — let 

us help you organize and simplify your life by 
streamlining your finances.

Connect each aspect of your life with your finances so they can  
work together. Our planning tools and online resources can help  

make managing your finances easier. 

Contact us today to get started.

©JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC  •  MEMBER: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC •  REF. 1214327-0923

BRIAN ENRIGHT 
Executive Vice President  |  Investments, Financial Advisor

BRIAN C ENRIGHT 
Financial Advisor

 
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC  

7 Southwoods Boulevard, Suite 200, Albany, NY 12211    
518.426.6275  |  TF 800.830.5124  |  www.brianenright.net



Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Capital Region

Board of Directors

David Kubikian
President

Amelia Gifford
Vice President

Samoria Zurlo
Secretary

Daniel O’Connor
Treasurer

Amy Anderson
Ronald Gibson

Christian Grieco
Matthew Haye
Armand Leaks

Matthew Scarchilli
Lauren Valentine

Samoria Zurlo-Moyes

Trustee Council

Lanyel Brandon
John Calareso Jr., Esq
Ryan Faville
Derek Foster
George Hearst III
Daniel Hurteau
Mark Jarocki
Daniel Landauer
Barrett Mack
Robert McNamara

Julie Miner
Joe Moloughney
Jim Morrell
Bernie Noonan
Kevin Parisi
Alison Pase
Paul Petell
Scott Peterson
Noelle Podoba
Sarah Quinn

Chuck Reed
John Reilly
Daniel Rubin
Terri Scalise-Roller
Dave Taillon
Jeff Weiss
Kimberly Young-Wilkins, Ed.D
Ronald Zuba
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DEFEND 
POTENTIAL. 

IGNITE 
POSSIBILITY.

EMPOWER 
YOUTH.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE

https://bbbscr.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/bbbscr/donation.jsp?campaign=145&


Honorary Committee

Thank you to The Fall Classic Honorary Committee for 
believing in the power and potential of our youth!

MATCHMAKERS

Derek and Emily Foster
Matthew Haye
David and Isabel Kubikian
Norman and Micki Massry
Lea Montalto-Rook and 
     Dr. Brian Sweeney
Lynnette and Bernie Noonan
Noelle and Michael Podoba

DEFENDERS

Alan Kaufman
Helen and Robert Smith
Zach Tucker

HEROES

Amy Anderson
Lanyel Brandon
Ryan Case
Ronald Gibson
Amelia Gifford
Christopher Green
Christian and Debra Grieco
Armand Leaks and Jada Harrison
Len Herman and Guido Loyola
Daniel Hurteau
Mark F. Jarocki

John Portolese
Mark and Kelly Sagan
Matt Scarchilli
Dave Taillon
Congressman Paul D. Tonko
Lauren Valentine
Christopher West
Samoria Zurlo-Moyles and 
     James Moyles

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Capital Region Staff

Program
Lisa O’Sullivan, Director
Queta Duran, Manager
Cierra Daubitz, Assistant Manager
Ashley Espinal, High School Leadership 
 Program Coordinator
Bri Purpura

Alaina Rossetti
Brianna Sinclair
Jessica Underhill

Accounting
Jenny Harder
Helen Smith

Lea Montalto-Rook
Chief Executive Officer



Schuyler Meadows Club
Venue & Catering

Brown Liquor Social Club
Band & Entertainment

Saratoga Eagle Sales & Service, Inc.
Bar Beverages

Chad Rogers & Rudy Uhde
2023 Match of the Year Video Production

The Zurlo Family
Table Arrangements

A Big Thank You to ...

Dream Builders Auction

New for 2023! Our Dream Builders Auction* offers an opportunity 
to win fabulous prizes! The auction opens for pre-bidding on Monday, 
Sept. 25 at 12:00 p.m. and closes on Thursday, Oct. 12 at 8:00 p.m. 

*Bidders need not be present to win. Physical items and gift certificates 
will be available for pickup at the Fall Classic event on October 12 or by 
arrangement from The Blake Annex.

Dream Builders Auction: https://new.biddingowl.com/FallClassic    

Prizes include Taylor Swift tickets, unique get-aways, tickets to the 
theater, bags & swag, unique art for your home, spa treatments, 
and more. Think you have what it takes to walk away a winner? Join 
the fun with the Dream Builders Auction!

Event Planning Committee & Volunteers
Amanda Gansky
Matt Haye
Candice Hunt

David Kubikian
Armand Leaks
Lea Montalto-Rook 
Carin O'Brien

Alla Porter
Morgan Reed
Lauren Valentine
Samoria Zurlo

https://new.biddingowl.com/FallClassic


Thank you to our Event Sponsors for their generous support!

Presenting Sponsor

Bigs Sponsor

Match Sponsors

Littles Sponsors



Christian Jones is a Capital Region native and 
attended both Hudson Valley Community College 
and the University at Albany. He is also a current 
Big in the Big Brothers Big Sisters Program. In 
his professional life, Christian first served as the 
event and development coordinator at Living Re-
sources, a nonprofit in Albany that helps Individ-
uals with disabilities and brain injury survivors. 
Currently, Christian is an Account Executive at 
the Albany Business Review, where he provides 
thoughtful marketing solutions to businesses 
of all sizes. In his spare time, Christian enjoys 
volunteering in the community, working out at 
Metabolic Fitness, and spending time with loved 
ones.

About Our Emcee: 
Christian Jones

Big Bryan and Little Markel’s growth throughout their match has been admirable. 
They have a comfort with each other that takes years to build.  From the outside, 
these are two guys in different stages of life. But, on the inside they share the 
same demeanor, sense of humor, and approach to life. They are truly like brothers!
 
Markel immediately expressed interest in building a computer with Bryan during 
their initial meeting. Bryan, having a career in cybersecurity, is a tech-savvy guy 
and was 100% committed to accomplishing this goal. Ten months into their match 
they made the goal come to fruition! Bryan worked with Rosa, Markel’s Mom, to 
budget for the different parts needed. Bryan did the research, found the pieces, 
and made it happen! Bryan and Markel spent a total of 8 hours putting together 
the parts for his new desktop and although Markel lost some patience/interest 
along the way, he pulled through! Immediately when Markel brought his newly 

Match of the Year Nominee
Big Bryan & Little Markel

Matched 2021

customized desktop home he wanted to play video games with Bryan. 
 
Bryan enjoys diving into conversations with Markel that are important but can be uncomfortable to confront. 
They have discussed topics of life/death, gang related activities at Little’s school, engaged in learning togeth-
er through building a desktop computer, and simply enjoy each other’s company over lunch, all of which are 
equally as valuable. Bryan enjoys being “that person to give him as many opportunities as [he] can and help him 
understand situations in life that are complicated” and he truly admires that Markel “maintains his individuali-
ty and innocence” while facing adversity in his school setting.
 



Caleb and John have been matched for 4 years.  Caleb stuggles to be 
positive sometimes, so John makes it a point to find activities that 
Caleb excels in to help build up his confidence. For example, Caleb 
has discovered that he is a phenomenal bowler. John and Caleb 
frequently go bowling and this year John encouraged Caleb to go 
out for the bowling team. Caleb made the team and is one of the star 
players! Caleb and his family are very proud of this accomplishment.

Angela, Caleb’s mom, is over the moon with joy that Caleb has had 
such a successful match. Since the death of Caleb’s father, he has 
lacked a male presence in his life, and so Angela was thrilled when 
Caleb began to work with John. She has noted that since John and 
Caleb have been matched, Caleb’s grades have done a complete 180. 
Previously, Caleb didn’t see the value in completing homework or 
doing projects. This year, Caleb didn’t miss even one assignment! 
Angela also thinks that spending time with John has helped Caleb 

Big Michael and Little Bebe were matched in February 2020, one 
month before the COVID pandemic hit! They didn’t let the challeng-
es the pandemic brought stop them from developing a relationship, 
though. Until it was safe to meet indoors again, they participated in 
outdoor activities such as scavenger hunts. They also made sure to 
keep up their weekly phone calls!

Bebe is a man of few words, but Michael has really become his person. 
Michael connects well with Bebe and is okay with letting him be his 
quiet self. Bebe has become more talkative, though, over the course of 
their match. While he may be quiet in the car, he opens up once they 
hit their activity!

Match of the Year Nominee

Match of the Year Nominee

Big Michael & Little Ahsavion "Bebe"
Matched 2020

Mom appreciates that Michael is a “good communicator.” She feels that they are a great match.
Michael and Bebe have enjoyed many activities together over the years, including hiking, the aquarium, playing 
cards, going to the movies, bowling, Dave and Busters, and going to the amusement park!

Big John & Little Caleb
Matched 2020

socially. Caleb is now able to have long, detailed conversations about topics like his family, his desire to travel, 
his Jewish faith, and the connection that he feels to his ancestors.



Match of the Year Nominee

Little Audrey lives with her Grandmother Bonnie and her brother 
Jimmy. Bonnie sought a big sister for Audrey because she wanted 
her to have a positive role model in her life. Rhonda and Audrey have 
become very close over the past few years!

Audrey takes on many tasks in the home to help her grandmother. 
When they get together for match outings, Rhonda is pleased to take 
Audrey out and just give her an opportunity to play and wind down. 
They like to go to playgrounds, to the mall, and out to eat. Audrey is 
very shy and has had challenges making friends with other children. 
However, since being matched with Rhonda, Audrey has been able 
to open up a little more and has even arranged a few playdates this 
summer!

Big Rhonda & Little Audrey
Matched 2020

Match of the Year Nominee
Big William & Little Anthone

Matched 2015

Anthone and Will have been matched since 2015. Since the beginning, 
Little Anthone and Big Will have been the perfect pair! They have 
engaged in many activities throughout the years from ice skating, 
going to the movies, swimming at the YMCA, street hockey, Albany 
Firewolves/Empire games, cooking class with Chef Harley and video 
games.

Will has provided academic support when needed and last school 
year, Anthone made honor roll each quarter! Having a male role model 
throughout these eight years together is just what Anthone needed to 
blossom into the charismatic young man he is today.

Will acknowledges that Anthone is “smart beyond his years” and even with the growth of Will's own family, 
Anthone has been a priority. Anthone has fully embraced his new position as a “Big Brother” to Will’s kids and 
he feels such a strong connection with them. Through COVID, he and Will had to put outings on halt for 4 
months in order to ensure the safety of Will's newborn. Anthone met his son on Facetime but openly shared 
that he couldn’t wait to meet him in-person to embrace this new change in their match family. 

Present day, they spend quality time all together at Big Brother Will’s home and at the YMCA. Big shared that 
Anthone has been mindful with his money and has saved this summer in hopes of getting a car this winter. 
Big Will and Little Anthone have an everlasting friendship that will continue to grow!

Bonnie is so happy to have Rhonda in Audrey’s life. She wants Audrey to see that a drug-free, crime-free life is 
normal and achievable. Bonnie is also pleased that Rhonda can help Audrey navigate the world of social me-
dia. Rhonda is more than happy to help with these things and has actually helped educate Bonnie on a lot of 
technology along the way!



In-Kind Donations

A BIG thank you to all businesses and individuals who made 
an in-kind donation for the Dream Builders Auction!

16 Handles
Artisanal Brew Works
BARE Blends
Bath and Bodyworks
Bobbles & Lace Saratoga
Bombshell Uptown
Bowman Orchards
Breathe Massage Studio
The Bunker
Capital Repertory Theatre
Colonial Cleaners
Colorize
Complexions Spa
Courtyard Marriott  - Saratoga Springs
Crowne Plaza Albany
Lisa Cupolo (Artist)
Danker Florist
DeCrescente Distributing Company
DeVoe's Rainbow Orchards
Edison Club
El Mariachi Mexican Restaurant
Felthousen’s Florist
Gifford Photography
Grit & Grace Salon and Boutique
The Honest Weight Food Co-op
June Farms
Kerensa Ryback Photography
Krause's Homemade Candy
David & Isabel Kubikian
LTO Creations
McCarroll's/ Delmar Marketplace
Lea Montalto-Rook
Northway Golf Center
Nothing Bundt Cakes
The Olde Bryan Inn
PetSmart
Ellie Prakken (Artist)

Proctors
Riverview Orchards
Roosevelt Baths & Spa
Sabor Azteca
Sake Bon
Saratoga Candy Company
Saratoga Peanut Butter Company
Saratoga Performing Arts Center
Shop Rite
Laura Shore (Artist)
Silverado Jewelry Gallery
Skin Solutions by Ruth
The Skinny Pancake
Slice of Glenville
John Smolinsky (Artist)
Stable Gate Winery
Starbuck's
Stewart’s Shops
Sugar Oak Farms
Swifty's Restaurand & Pub
Tatu Tacos & Tequila
Trader Joe's
Jessica Underhill
Vinny’s Barber Shop
Yonder Farms Bakery
Samoria Zurlo-Moyles
Stephanie Zurlo

as of 10/10/2023




